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WESTERNCULTURE : 'POLITICAL, 'flECcSidmc AND SOCIAL THOUGHT

The course begins 1n the anclent 01vilxzation of the Near East and -

~ends, next May,;in the controversies and issues of our;. time ~In.

;‘between we explore the 1nte11ectua1 heritage of Greece Rome. s
- Christianity, the Middle Ages, the Rennaissance and Reformatlon and, in

the second. semester the orlglns of: Liberal Democracy and Capltallst

‘political economy, the Enlightenment Marxism, and finally Amerlcan
"Pragmatism Keynesianism, and contemporary "Free Market" and

"Progressive“ Liberalslm

The central flgures include Plato and Arlstotle Jesus and St Paul

- 8t. Augustlne and St. Thonas, Machlavelll Luther and Calvin, and, in.

the second semester _Thomas Hobbes John Locke, Jean Jacques Rousseau.

Adam Smith, Thomas Jefferson, ‘John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx. V.1, Lenin.
-~Mao -Zedong, John Dewey and John Meynard Keynes,.;,»;,~ S ’

‘1ILS 205~ 206 is designed as a year course However, lt is posszble
to take either semester (or, if you are really perVerse to take the
semesters in reverse order.)

In the spxrit of the ILS program. this course is interdisciplinary
in nature Thus we will discuss the relationship of political and. -
economic ideas to the phllosophlc, 80191tiflc and. rellgious thought of

an age. We will also be concerned with the relationshlp between
political and ecanom1c theory, though thls W1ll be ‘more apparent in the -

second semester., ‘_

The main obJective is to understand the 1ntellectual herltage of the

West: to learn why we think about politlcs and economlcs as we do. .To .

a remarkable extent ‘we are part of 8 conversatlon that began over fwo

- thousand years ago. As we shall see, thinkers of our ere are still

trying to answer questlons raised in the age of Plato and Aristotle

However the course also has a practlcal purpose As citizens and
leaders in a democracy, we make judgments about the conduct of

;government and about the performance of our economlc aud soc1a1 .order.

How should we make such evaluatlons? ‘What are the tests of good. .
government and wise economic management? For centur;es,cstudents have'.
learned the arts of governance by studying the classics of political
and economic thought Now 1t $_your turn. . e
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"SELECTED READINGS FOR ILS 205/

’-'performance

‘Lectureé“ahd‘nlséns;léns' The course w11‘ meet for two lectures .and

- 2) The followin'
= Unlver31ty Square;

N
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discussion seutian wecxly Lectures are intended to give you an’
overall picture of the development‘of Western thought.. They are the’
passive part of learning. You listen, dearn and reflect. In

"discussions, you are expected to play an active role, asklng questlons,
‘formulating you own reasoned arguments, applylng theory to practice

’ ‘. B.‘?_z.‘."«l.%ﬂg_s_ Normally, you Should d : all I‘eadi ' G

lectures on'a given te
column of the outline

‘H. Veatch ARISTOTLE A CONTEMPORARY APPRECIATIGN
N Machiavelll, THE PRINCE AND THE DISCOURSES/ S

(Readlngs from this book are indicated in the outllnetas (SR}
followed by a Roman numeral whlch 1nd1'ates the number of the_gi
: readlng in“the” book ) i ~ o [

Work Load: The work load ‘is b
hours on this course outside for every hour in class. Though Some have
heav1er readlng a351gnments than others - you should be able to read

_»Incompletes will only be granted fo

Examlnations- There w111 be three examlnatlons A six weekw a twelve
week and* a flnal ;all basedio | ’

e31gned SO<that you should spend

Three additional hours”;

- preparing for’ exams~;w,m
oyou would have 2’45

Grades The f1na1 grade w111 be determined as follows: 25% six week
exam; 25% twelve week exam; 40% i ' i
If your grade cn th

computation of the flnal gfade‘f

‘reasons specified in college |
regulations: unuswal circumstances developlng late in the semester
beyond the student's control.

We will be happy to see you during office hours or at other mutually
convenient times.



ILS 205

’(Hlstorlcal dates
Dates S

 -SeEt T

‘ Segt 12 16

(2600;700 BC) {[

k(6564ssoBC);

(480 BC)

cSth 19 26

‘:i;(427 3221BC)

Topic
;Introduction

cougsg_opTL;NE

in parenthesas)

'ﬁ:The Beglnnlngs of Western Thought S

;‘Before philosophy. the "mythopetlc‘
. thought of ancient ciV111zations

Egypt Mesopatamia Isreal‘

Presocratlc thuught.%
and what is 111u51on°

fThe Polls and the Greek mind

Plato

A'What is Justlce? Is polltlcs a
craft?

"Is Plato a totalitarian?
Is the philosopher king possible?

Aristotle

: ;Septg'zs Oct 7,

“(384 322 BC)

octilo-

Oct. 12-17

(350-250 BC) .

'73(264 39-190 Aﬁ)f

Oct. 19-28

/(88 BC - 67 AD)

Science and politics...Is
government natural? Aristotle
and common sense.

SIX WEEK EXAM

gaﬁThe Politlcal Theory of Rome

From City to Emplre Hellenlstic
thought and the Roman mind.  The

<~ Roman -Idea of. Good Government

Stolclsm and Roman Thought

Cicero and Marcus Aurellus

_Roman- Law.

Chrlstlanlty and Polit1ca1 Thought:

What is real

tWollln
of Empire" (SR) III

Jesus and the politics of Israel
The polltlcal teachlngs of Jesus

. and Paul

(354-430 AD)

S§t. Augustine, Politics and the
problem of evil.
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‘L;Reédings7

Frankfort,,"Myth

" and Reality" &

"The_Eman01pation
Thought from Myth"
(SR) 1. |

THE REPUBLIC:
1-234

Veatch: ARISTOTLE
Aristotle, ,
"Politics" and
"Economics"(SR) 11

"The Age

Cicero and_Marcus
Aurelius Justininan.
{8R) 1v

Sibley: "New

Testament and Early
Christianity” (SR) V
Matthew, Acts,

_Romans, (SR), VI.

H. Dean, "Political’
and Social Ideas of
Augustine" (SR} VII.



OCt-'31‘ﬁ°Yi911gk

The Foundations and Framework of = @

(400-1000 AD)

(800)

{1200-1450)

(1225-1274)

Noy.xi4”’,f -

Nov. 16-23

(1513)

st. Thomas Aquinas.
~and: the Recon01llatlon of Falth

" Medieval Political and Ecomonlc st
‘ Thought o

- The Dark Ages and the Red1scovery .
”  of Knowledge

kcharlemagne‘stmpire P

The Medleval Synth651s
and society. The Feudal system
and the Lord~Vassa1 Relatlonshlp
The Cities and the Guilds.

and Reason

TWELVE WEEK EKAM

The Renalssance and Machlavelll

The cities, the humanistic
tradition and the question of

i Thedry"n

Scholasticism

~ E.M. Burns, "The:

Civ1llzation of

 the Feudal Age"
S {8R)X

Sihley:’ e
"Scholasticism ;

' and the Mind of
*Thomas Aquinas"

SEL. RDG. VII,
VIII. St. Thonas,
"Summa Contra

 ; Gentiles" (SR) ix

THE PRINCE

llberty Machiavelli and politlcal reallsm

iﬁévfjﬁgfbeéféa\?gﬁhe Reformation:

(1517)

Dec. 12-14

(1530-1642)

Individualism and authority in

Luther, the Augustinian heritage.

Calvin and the Purltan legacy,
and capitallsm o

The Scientific Revolution and
the Breakdown of the Medleval

Synthesis -

Nationalism, rationalism,
indiv1duallsm and the Copernican’

Revolution:

Copernicus, Kepler,
Galileo ' ‘ ; »

Q:\doési@laséesgSZOB

‘Luther and’Calvin

<x~Wolin;
(SR} X1I

.Segan
WOrlds

"Luther"

Luther and Ca1v1n,
(SR) XI1-

"The Harmony
(SR ¥I1X



